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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR, EG LE SY XF 

SUB J : SUMMIT TALK AT CENTER OF PRESS REPORTING ON LEBANON 

1 . COVERAGE OF SADAT KHALID TALKS FOCUSED ON MOVEMENT TOWARDS 
ARAB SUMMIT. TWO REPORTEDLY AGREED THAT SUMMIT MUST BE HELD, 
MAIN PURPOSE OF WHICH WILL BE "MEETING OF SYRIANS AND 
PALESTINIANS." REPORTS RAISE POSSIBILITY THAT SUMMIT MIGHT 

BE HELD WITH LIMITED NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS. 

2. OTHER REPORTS SPECULATE ON POSSIBILITY OF PRELIMINARY 
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE AND VENUE OS SUMMIT. EGYPTIAN VIEW 
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CHANCE OF SUCCESS, WHILE ACTING SYG AL-ASAAD SAID THAT NO 
COUNTRY HAD OFFERED TO BE HOST IN WHICH CASE SUMMIT WOULD BE 
HELD AT LEAGUE HEADQUARTERS IN CAIRO. AL-ASAAD NOTED THAT 
ONLY KUWAIT HAS FORMALLY AGREED ALTHOUGH LIST OF OTHERS THAT 
ALSO AGREE IN PRINCIPLE COMPRISES SAUDI ARABIA, EGYPT, SUDAN, 
BAHRAIN, UAE, QATAR, TUNISIA, YAR AND PLO. ACCORDING 
TO ACTING SYG, INVITATIONS TO SUMMIT MEETING WILL BE DISPATCHED 
WITHIN 24 HOURS OF FORMAL AGREEMENT BY 1 1 MEMBERS. PAPERS 
FURTHER REPORT THAT AL SYG RIAD HAS SENT MESSAGES TO ARAB 
LEADERS URGING THEM TO RESPOND TO SAUDI-KUWAITI CALL FOR SUMMIT 
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. RIAD CALLED SUMMIT "PRESSING NEED." 

3. COVERAGE OF MILITARY SITUATION RELATIVELY SCANTY. PAPERS REPORT 
SHELLING BY BOTH SIDES IN BEIRUT AND CLAIM PARTIAL AGREEMENT TO 
CEASE SHELLING OF RESIDENTIAL AREAS FAILED BECAUSE CHAMOUN AND 
LEFTISTS IGNORED FALANGIST/PALESTINIAN UNDERSTANDING. RIGHTISTS 
DESCRIBED AS IN PROCESS OF SETTING UP A SECOND TEL ZA’TAR WITH 
THEIR OFFENSIVE IN MOUNTAINS. 

4. SYRIA WAS SPARED EDITIORIAL ATTACK, BUT PAPERS REPORT DISAPP- 
ROVINGLY HUSSAIN CALL FOR ARAB SUPPORT OF SYRIAN ROLE. 

5. COMMENT: PRESS TREATMENT OF MOVEMENT TOWARDS SUMMIT 
SUGGESTS THERE LITTLE OPTIMISM FOR USEFUL OUTCOME AND THAT 
PARTICIPATION INDEED LIKELY TO BE NEITHER COMPLETE NOR WHOLE- 
HEARTED. 
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